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Homestead Road Store To
Serve Northeast Area

A new I\-mart Plaza—-Hous— patto sectton featurmg itemns
tons fourth S.S. Kresge Co. for the lawn and garden. as well
family chscount 'shopping cen-ias outdoor furniture, and boats
ter—will open at 9 a.m. Thurs-‘and motors.

day at 9929 Homestead Rd. in; |

_ Merchandtse mcludes everv
N

l\OrtheaSt Houﬁton near the n-! ,thtng from brand‘nme

tersection of Parker and Home- sets and refrigerator-freezers to

kitchenw ar from -
The K-mart store is in a gm""""*m:ure | ©. candy to fur

-:ing shopping center called K-y
And everythmg IS sold at

daveloping part of Houston. discount prices with an uncon-

~Paul L. Marshal} is manager of dmonal ‘guarantee.” said Mar-

| fastest-growmﬂ

the new store.  , = . shall.
_The store encomoassmﬂ' some c,mphastzed
53 000 square feet, is part of the: merchandtse ‘V.{ arshall ex-

‘discount  de- plained.’ In every. department,
partment store operation in the he said,  “our custemers will

country. In 1962, three K-mar tS, find rehable brands with whtch

were opened simultaneously in they are familiar.”

South Houston K-mart, and the*l‘)O persons. It is one of 32 new
Baytown K-mart. This
first new: store since that ttme

that other stores are planned The S. S. hresee Co,, ortgmal- -'
for Houston soon. SR

During the grand opéqmg the its efforts in the Midwest and!

“with the other stores in offering | When operations in ‘the South!
‘special bargams on scores Of,and Southwest were begun. |
items. -

_are men'’s, women’s and- chil-{items,
dren’s ready-to—wear a gtant
toy depc..rtment an auto depart—
ment with outside serwce fa-
'cllltles a cafeterla and a ]arge,courlt prlees lt Wlll hat'e con-!
dry goods and nottons depart-

__'ment -~

-part:ment and a camera depart-
itlons on photography will . be
‘given; a dl‘aper}' and household

-aouth sule of the store 15 a
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zcuarters in Atlanta-
E His responsfbﬂrtzes include 142
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Lhas autonom}r in order to tailor
‘his store to the needs of his
community, it is McVinnie's ]ob,

the Houston area: The Long|.

Point K-mart, the Pasadena or‘ ‘The new K—mar t will emplo}

e metKa’narts being opened thts vear
by the Kresge company and lS

although | companv officials hint: the 915t K-mart..

|

Homestead Rd. K-mart will ]otnll\ortheast until, the mid-1850s,’

The new store here, with 40

Features m the K-mart storet'11E?I?’f'ﬂl’tITlfi‘TltS stocking 35,000,
15 tvmcal of other K-|

quality merchandise - for . dis-

siderable autonomy in its chmcet
of merchandise designed to suit:

There also are a ]ewe]n de—
its area. .

ment where complete msf_ructh
for a K-mart store in’ thts part
of " Northeast Houston,” Mar—’
shall said, “‘and we are proud:
to he a part of the area’s de-
l&*ElOPmeﬂt

goods section, and hardware
and houseware divisions. At the

TV

Js" ‘ brarﬁ-name |

r '

‘lv founded in 1897, cooeentrated«

|;.'

mart Operahons in that although: )
foliowing  the master plan’ ofi

8
g

l .

the needs of the Cnc:tomers tng
| It
We fecl there is a reaI need |
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MAYOR TO OPE\!
BRIDGE AND STORE

M’ayor Loute Welch wtll cut the rtbbon offtmallv open- 'E
3 ing the new K-mart family discount shopping center
f Thnrsdav mormng, ]ust moments after he cuts another.
| :1' ibbon ﬂpeﬂmﬂ' an access rocad to the new store. ~ . =
At 8:45 a.m., Mayor Welch is scheduled to snip the |
'r!bbon to open the Parker Road Bridge over Hall's .
Bavou-l At 9 a.m. he will help open the nearbv K-mart
Store. K-mart and Rresge Co of tals are e\.pected to :
attend ho*h ceremonies. o )
Gpemn:r of the Park er Road Brtt.cre over Hall' s Bavou "
Cwill permlt traffic to go direci !v to  Homestead Rd.
from Eastex Freeway over Parker Rd., which entcrs |
 Homestead at the K-mart Plaza. Prier lo the opening
~of Parker Rd. through to the Eastex Freeway, actess
~ to the K-mart Plaza has been via Tidwell Rd. off the '_
freeway to Homestead, and nerth on Homestead to
Parker. !
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‘McVinnie
‘Is Region

Manager

‘Top man for the S. S. I\resge
Co. in the Southern Region,
'which includes Houston, is:
| George F. McVinnie, with head—'

Fast-
aced on

What‘s the reason for the su’o—*
cess of the K-mart chain—the
fast growing family discount de-
partment store system'? |

‘The key to their success is
{the phiiosophy to “have a low
o markup to create a fast turn-|
‘over and rely on volume for
proflt T

i gtores in 18 states. The stores|
are of three kinds: Kresge va-

'TOEFE

iscount Chain
esst ”7"“7 Idea

siores sell such b:g—ttcket 1tems new form of merchandlsmg
=g TV sels and. power Iae'n-*} It's like his policy.
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0G0 items from car tires and them at the lowest possiblel
fishing - rod - to clothing for thejprice, relying on .the number:
entire  family. of sales to make a prot"tf-—much

Rresge, now 97 and sttll aefche same %ind of thing Henryi
tive in. the chain (he’s chair-; Ford did later with the Model;
man of the board of directors){T and like the modern tech-

Is it a new thoUght"

Not on vour life. S. S. Kresge!
‘adopted the philosophy back in;
11897 when he launched a daring!
‘venture in the retail field,

Then 30 vears old. Kresge had:

‘riety stores, Juptter stores and. ’

'K-marts. 5
Althoue'h each store mana gor

to see that each conforms to acqutred QBOGO through his skﬂh

‘company policy.

duties, He sees that quahtv
good remains high, that mark-!
‘ups remain low and that out—|

1961, entered the S. S. Kresge

store six years laier. He man-,
aged stores for 15 vears

| he sert'red seven j,rears-

1 AL Rl FR L Y

[as a commission salesman of]
tinware. He had 2iso acqmred
an Lr‘derstandmg of a mew type!

“dime store” business. the dis-iV
count. revolution of the last cen-:
turv—while calhng on his ac-;
counis.

He took h's S8C00 and bet t
'all on the success of a two-store -
\partnership with J. G. McCrory,’
'whose name aiso was to be-
i come famons as the founder of
ia chain of variely stores.

| Their venture 3. os;)ered and
'when the partnership dlssoh:ed-j
ltt'to vears later. Kresge retained!
'the store in Detroit. It was the |
‘beemnme’ of a chain that would-
| ‘become the secord largest dime,
{store chain in the world. cen-!

For jnstance, among other,
of

standing ability among person-:
nel is rewarded | |

- McVinnie, promoted to region- |
al manager from assistant in'

management trammg program;
In 1927, and was given his first|

!

D..

fore he was promoted to dis-;
trict manager, a post in which;

'Cafeteria Open
A cafetena feahmng hmches.,.u idwest

guppers and light snacks is one:”
of the highlights of the ne-o:‘ The dime stores are now Jong:

'I‘

K-mart discount shopping cen-, EONC.

ter. With store hours from! And the S. S. Kresge Co. nu:rtot”-“:‘t
9 am. to 9 pm., vou can In- (has more than 855 stores ofi The agreement was kent by

trip.

t"' oy

©

.

‘"ears located largely in the Mid-

tered mainlv in the East and S. H. I\ress Co.. and the agree-

doesn’t fI xd dIS onntmer a vastlv nrques of dtscountmg

Kresge Development
Is Recent in South

| AIthough S S. P\resge becranlrevolutlon - dtscounttng —. and|i0
his retail store ownership in the

South, the S. S. Ixresge Co., with|
s I\-rnart stores 1S a relattve
net"comer to mest of the South

Southwest, hat"mg been for

downiown in many cities caused|

profit of all vanety chains to
slide.

Along wzth the d*sf-ount trend
tanottner anortant factor was
the Increasing economical de-!
velooment of the South.

It wasn't until the mto-IQaDc The I\resge chain  was!
'that the hresge chain e.cpandedz‘aunchﬂd in 1857 when S.
in to the South.

|
1* ny?

west and the

Eastern parts of
country. |

resge bought a rah—ownershtp
with J. G. “t. cCrory In a dime!
store in Memphis. A vear iater.:
|Rresge and McCrery bought a
store In Detrou. Kresze Itk eqd!
|the Detroit store. and ke traded.
thew fcCrory his half of the ‘vIern-
|phis - sfore and $3000 for full:
ownershm of the Detrozt store,

An informal agreement thh
‘znother chain because of a snm-}
1arity 1n na'nes- |

The other company was

‘ment was that nresge  wotld 1
rot open siores below the \Ia-f
'son-Dixon line and Krecs vould!
open t,hern above it.

K-mart Offers
Credit Plans
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clude a meal on vour Sh()ppll‘lﬂ‘ two major types—variety sto**es both parties untii the mnid-1950s

and discount stores The oanetv '»hen the rtse of a new reta.])

}ﬁen—quahtv merchandtse, at,
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ENORMOUS DRAPERY. LINENS SECTION
John M. Lewis, Operations Assistant, With Lav

This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

dtscount prices. and avaﬂable
‘on credit are basic feneis of

Marshall. manager of the city’s
inewest K-mart store on Home-
'siead Rd.

“We have several c**edn, pro-|
},srams. 7 RTarshalt said, “includ-
ing both a 21 and 60-day Iav-|
'awzy. and revolving charge ac-|
counts.” *\pahcatmn for either:

E

4 k. e g, Wt A —

écna“ee may be made throarfh
ihie. siore’s sales personnel, o

liof the store.

 Stock Afl in Place

Stocat't of the K—mart. d;s-
.cotmt deoamrem siere ai 5929
“'10 nestead Rd. has been t:nder
‘wav for more than a week and,
é?‘i'ﬁ cendnue il Just before!
the cpening at 9 a.m. Thursday.:
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Ici-a:r‘d?ae arrived. siore manager|

Paul L. Marshail has been ta
%charee of uncrziing and distrib-
img the producis io t.ne Tarious,
*dr.,naﬂ.menm. |
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fered during the grand openmg

:m the Housion area.

erne Braswell the K-mart ' Bayiown.

e

*the Kresge family shoppmg pla—
i zas that are sweeping the South |
-‘hke a prame fire?

shresge Co. was solely in the
{dime-store business, an- angry
_*eomplamt was lodged in the|
_new store in Grosse Point, als

tof events that indirecily led to
the founding of K-mart

|
f
i
i
|
i

iping plazas which gave the
,hresge company . the biggest]
percentage - sales increase for

lvoung customer 1oho showed the

iitems that he couldn't find in

ol ol e

the ' flight of consumers from,

Bl Pl A, e e

the K-mart siores. says Paul L.|

itne laveway or the revot“mgf

at the credit office at the '.r'ear.E

. As the vans of top-quality mer-| f

All of the special prices of-

festivities for the new Home-
stead Rd. K-mart store are 2ls0-
good at the other three K-marts:
These are & .

‘the Long Point siore. the Pasa-;
~ dena or South Houston store, and:

L le
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F OURTH HOUSTON K—I\IART TO OPEN THURSD&Y

E_ ."tt'hat sparked the k—marts

- Back in 1940 when. the S S

 fashionable suburb of Detrott
‘That complaint started a chain|

s, those
;htghly successful famﬂy shop-

1963 of any nahonal retailer.
The' complaint was from a

store manager a list of eight

I
the Grosse Point store but were!

.in the Kresge store in downiown!
Detroit. . L

The manager persnaded thet
‘customer to let him have the;

|

i 19972 hen sent downtow the!top-ring management.
mowers. The K-marts stock 33, L Buy quahty gocds  and sell list, then sent downtown for p g

Jitems and delivered them per-|
sonallv to the customer’s home. ’
Now President
Seemmgly it was a small in-

t

|
|

H

1Y

, iar or so, and was made at a

0ss. But it is ‘worth reiatmg be-
cause the store manager was
‘{Harry Blair Cunningham, and it
rev:.als hls approach to retail-
ing.

Cunnmgham is now premdent
of the S. S. Kresge Co. He has
been since 1959. In thst role|
| Cunningham has led the com-
tpany and its 37,000 emploves
into new fields of merchandis-!
ling.
‘Cunningham Iooked on the in-:
¢ident as a signal: Perhaps oth-:
er customers had the same!
.complaint. So he had all the!
store’s salespeople ask custom-|
ers if there was something else
:they wanted bhuf couldn't find.

1t became darly routine. And
-each evening Cunningham com-

|

I

i

|

S| ipiled the answers and used|

‘them as a- guide for ordermg
new stock.
i Tha rescit?
. In Its second vear of exist-
‘ence, the Grosse Poiate storc
showed more than a 100 percent
increase in sales each ‘monta
over the previous year. An as-
| tonishing periormance for the
ttmes. the area and the Iimiis
£ store space.
- Rey tol ’?:]esopt-v
The 1940 incideni and what|
Cunnmghaﬂ did zbout i is a
kev to his personal and business

¢
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Sy —

Homestead Road Store to Serve Northeast Houston

 ’ ustomer's‘ Re

your acquamtances and to every

‘cident. The sale involved a dol-{1ng - responsmﬂttv-manager of

tvartety chain heId a move {h atf

strengths as an executive.
Cunningham likes people He

is keen to what motivates them

and how this can make for more| ' Two years ‘later, in 1956, 1t:

effective personnel and happier, was made OffIClal—-—he was elect-|

eustomers o fed to the board. ~

board of director meetings.. At
the ttme he was 46 years old..

uood merchandtsmcr is not; Terrtton E\Paﬂded

snough for success in r Eiﬁﬂmﬁ[ I\resges top management had
today,” Cunningham said 1 e"'been watching the checkout ex
cently. “It's just the ftrst st6p periment’s - success with- keen‘
Retathng SUCCESS deoends on thetlnterest At th.lS Ume [hev b&-t
ability of the store personnel to] gan mama decisions that
create a pIeasant huvmg atmos— the Iate ’505 resulted in tn

phere for the customer. .~ - ltype of operatton becoming

“In a broader sense, success[standard in shopping center
as a person and success in life/stores Kresge's was to open inl;
istem from the same thmg——the the 26 Northeastern and Mid-
abﬂm to bring sometl'umr e\tra‘western states, Kresge's tradt-:
to deahncr with * your frtends tttonal terr;tor}f | |

~In addition,. they made plans
fask you undertake.” .to expand betond thetr terrl-

S:Jectar'utar R*se tory

ftnd this philosophy disp! axed Leadershlp in ex cecuting the
at the Cro ge Pomt store; axpanslon mission was gtren 1o

'brought him to the attention of; 'Cunningham. In 1957, as gener-
From. al vice-president he Set to work

that time on, his rtse was spec_imth the Kresge real estate de-
tacuIar- o ‘partment fo establish new terri-|

For the next - 11 vears he was;tﬂf les In the South, SOch*o est

promoted into posts of increas-land Far West.
Cunmnﬂ'ham trataeted more

than 100000 air miles In .the
inext two years. He is also cred-
sales director. | ited, at that time, with estab-

He was assistant sales dn'ec- hshme' I\resge stores In Puerto
tor in 1951 when he helped pio-{Rico.

neer the checkout system in the, SI“’"IT'PHI"-r Cﬁﬁfel’ '-’1’¥'¢Hd_- )
His first-person role of mis-

+Tf‘r‘l.l!"l N an-

larger stores, superintendent’ of
sfores, and ﬁnallv - asszstant

| This has alwavs been

chs’ron‘s Family NeWSpaper

'KRESGE TO OPEN F OURTH K-MART HERE

’phtlosophy and hence to htSfthat post he was, nmted to mtnew Kresge presxdent became |
jas a non-voting contributor aticonvinced that the . ShOppmg

center trend would soon be sup-
iplemented, and in some cases
supplanted, by one——smp centers
under one roof that merchan-
dtsed on- the chscount prtnc'ole.

__After all. 1t 1."85 ]ust such low-
.cost operatlons that were hav-
mg such a severe effect in 1959
on the velume -and profit mar-
gIns of ‘manv of the \c:I'lEt}-

n.ﬂlstore chains.

Kresge’'s did thorouehre-
search to dtscover the opportu—
nities in thts new merchandis-
ing direction. ‘The result was the
foundmg of the K-mart self-ser-

vice deoartment stores.

Quahtv Products

Toua\ t.,unmngham savs ‘that
his approach to. merchandising
is merely an e}..tens*on of the
pntIoSOphy of the company
founder, Sebastian S. Kresge,
now 97, sttll actwe and clr“alr-
man of the board.

- Cunningham potnts out that,
he, and. every I\resge e:aeculve
and manager, from his earliest
Kresge training, is imbued with
the founder’s philosopny that-
it's good business to make it
possible for the limlled mcome
consumer to obtain necessiiies
and luxuries inexpensively.
‘the
companv’s principle, Cunning-

put a ma*gmal store into theisicnary fo new {erritories. end- ham said and only the tech-

proftt column.

ed in 1959, when Cumningham|niques of merchar 1dtsmg have

In less than two vegrs the' was elected president and hlef'chaneed

checkout system was. trted in executive officer of the com-

20 stores and worked the same pan}f He was 51 years old. the!
| magic.

Cunningham was made;sixiz: and voungest presidant.
sales director for the entire tr-ttn the excepiion oi the found-
‘comnpany in 1953. er. in the company’s history.

Dt.rtng hIS second vear In

It was shortly after this that the]

For mstance I\-marts TIOW
deal In evervthing from toyvs to
color TV sels, pet fish to wom-
en's fashions — all top qualify
goods. ail of it guaranieed and
obtainabla on credit. |
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AUTO SERVICE, OUTDOOR Lﬂ"fNG DEPARTMENTS

Boats, Garden Supplies Sold in Patio Section
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AUTO ACCESSORIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES
Installation Services Are Also Available at X-mart
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